ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE VOICE OF ZION
August 2022
SERMON TITLES &
SCRIPTURE READINGS
August 7
August 14

“What We Are To Do!”
Matthew 9:35

BIBLE READINGS
August 7

1 Samuel 15-22, Isaiah 39-48,
1 Corinthians 13-16,
2 Corinthians 1

August 14

1 Samuel 23-31, Isaiah 49-58,
2 Corinthians 2-6

August 21

2 Samuel 1-10, Isaiah 59-66,
Jeremiah 1-2, 2 Corinthians 7-11

August 28

2 Samuel 11-20, Jeremiah 3-12,
2 Corinthians 12-13, Galatians 1-3

“If...”
Romans 8:28-39
Jan Fischer

August 21

“The Raven and The Dove!”
Genesis 8:6-12

August 28

“The Lord, Not Idols”
Isaiah 44:6-23

Please have your articles for the Voice into the office by
August 19 for the September Voice!

Leadership Team Meeting,
Wednesday, August 17, @6:00 PM.

NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY—COME AND CHECK US OUT!
“Labyrinth of Lies” by Irene Hannon. Danger awaits on a
covert mission where few are whom they claim to be.
“The Song” by Chris Fabry. A novel of love and forgiveness.
“Trial and Error” by Robert Whitlow. A detective has been
searching for his daughter for 18 years.

Faith like Daniel
Soon-Ha Kwon
The fact that Daniel was a part of the Royal family is often overlooked because he was taken as a slave to
Babylon. This applies the same for Moses too, who was a prince of Egypt. Both have little or no description of their
days as a part of the Royal family, and it seems that their stories really begin when they were no longer royalty.
When Daniel was taken into captivity, the king of Judah was Jehoiakim, who was nothing special except for his
name being similar to his son Jehoiachin. Daniel is very trustworthy for a member of the royal family in the time
when an evil king ruled. It is challenging to grow in faith when people around you are faithless. It may be harder
than to grow in faith on your own, but Daniel managed to do it. His experience of keeping faith in the evil regime of
Jehoiakim must’ve helped him keep his faith with in another country.
When King Nebuchadnezzar asked to bring the captives, he didn't just tell them to bring anyone, he wanted them
to be handpicked. They wanted the smartest and the most attractive. This means that Daniel was good looking even
in the eyes of Babylonians. But even if he was handsome, how could they have known that he was smart? This
means that Daniel answered calmly and precisely when the soldiers talked to him to see how intelligent he was.
Although Jehoiakim himself was not a good king, it is said that he was also punished for Manasseh's sin.
Manasseh wasn't really any crazy guy, but he was said to be worse than the Gentiles. The king after Manasseh is
Amon, with only eight verses of record, and the king after that is Josiah. I personally consider Josiah one of the most
perfect men in the Bible because not only did he live a faithful life like David, but didn’t make any mistakes either
unlike the other good kings such as David, Solomon, and Hezekiah. Also, Josiah became king at a very young age of
eight when you can easily be manipulated by others, and his parent, Amon, was a very wicked king. Josiah had a
faith similar to Daniel's.
Amon is only mentioned in 8 verses in the Bible, so we don’t know much about him. It is said that Amon also
followed the way of Manasseh. He was an evil man. Though he was chronologically right between the best (Josiah)
and the worst king (Manasseh). If he was anything like king Manasseh, it is likely that he could have burned his own
children as a sacrifice. It’s fortunate that Josiah wasn’t burned too.
Daniel and Josiah both grew up under the presence of a wicked king. But they didn’t get affected by the people
around them, rather they followed the word of God and succeeded in life, while also making good influence among
the Jews and people of other nations. Daniel was willing to give his life to be faithful to God. No matter where we
are or what situation we’re in, we should try to stay close to God like Daniel and Josiah did.

.

We are looking ahead to another wonderful year for Operation Christmas Child where we can reach
children around the world with the love of Jesus.

Will you help?
Here’s how:
When you are out shopping, keep an eye out for the Back-to-School sales or the Clearance items that are
too good to pass up…..purchase an item or two or more, whatever you can contribute. No need to find
enough items to fill a whole shoebox. No need to worry about a specific age or gender of your recipient.
Just have fun snatching up those bargains and let’s see how it all adds up when we gather together to fill
shoeboxes this fall to bring hope and love to a child at Christmas.

CELEBRATING AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
1. Dale Kepner, Kate Langjahr, Les & Marlene Sholly
4. Christopher Bores
5. Loralei Berry
7. John Swenson
9. Dave Swenson, Mary Jane Swenson
10. Mark Fuehrer
15. Kent & Priscilla Schindler
17. Nancy Root
18. Mark & Dori Fuehrer, Ann Thompson
23. Shannon & Thora Tollefson
25. Shirley Spindler
27. Cameron Berry, Ethan Onsager
30. Cindy Semenchuk
31. Michelle Robus

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN! Sandy Neumann would like to invite you for a “TIME
OF PRAYER” at her home. (Her address is—502 W 5th St., Marshfield) The
dates are the first and third Tuesday of each month at 1:00 PM. The first pray
get together will be on Tuesday, May 3. We will be gathering to pray for
whatever God has put on our hearts and minds. Pray for strength in these
troubling times and anything that God may lead us pray for!

Good morning to all the Faith Sisters out there. We are a group of
ladies who would like to form a group of Christian minded woman
to share experiences.
We hosted a cookout/campfire on 26. We made pudgy pies, hot
dogs, smores and sang songs. We was a gusty time.

We are planning another cookout/campfire on Sunday, August 21
at the church starting at 5 pm. Please come and share some fellowship with us. We encourage new items to try over the campfire. Feel free to bring your own
drinks and food. We seemed to all share. The more the merrier!
We have other plans such as Apple Picking, Jurustic Park tour, garden tour, sign making,
Mill Creek potted displays for Christmas, and get togethers. More to come! If you have any
questions, please contact Merrie DeGrand, at 715-384-3584

Hannah Center Collection Drive
The Hannah Center is a home located right here in Marshfield (212 E. 3rd Street), WI that
helps women who are facing a life crisis. The Hannah Center is a pro-life organization that
has been in operation since 1993 and is dedicated to helping women in crisis whether they
are pregnant or not.
If you would like to help out this local ministry, Zion will have a collection area in the
narthex during the months of August and September. I feel this is a worthwhile ministry
that we could all get behind!
Check out their wish list which is listed below and pray about ways you can help.
For more information on the Hannah Center, please check out their website, hannahcenter.com. or talk to Jamie Gripentrog. Thanks.
Things that we need…
Diapers, size 4-6, Pull Ups, Baby Wipes, Clothing (premie-6T, Formula & baby food, Baby bottles &
nipples, Bottle brushes, New sippy cups, Diaper bags, Pacifiers, Crib & bassinet sheets, Baby washcloths
& towels, Bibs & burp rags, Baby Wash & lotion, Rash ointment, Cribs (slats no further than 2 3/8” apart),
Crib mattresses, Bassinets, High Chairs, Pack n’ Play’s, Strollers (infant carrier, double & umbrella,
Exersaucers, Bouncey seats, Baby swings, Breas pumps, Baby monitors, Changing tables, Car seats (all
sizes) Made 2007 or later
HYGIENE PRODUCTS
Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, bar soap, razors, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, lotion, body
spray, nursing pads, gift certificates, robes & slippers, make up, hair accessories, activity books
(crosswords, puzzles, etc.) games
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Paper towels, toilet paper, copy paper, gas cards, grocery gift cards, postage stamps, office supplies,
laundry detergent, dishwasher soap, anpkins, cleaning supplies, water softener salt, batteries, 13 gallon
trash bags, MACCI gift certificates, food & beverages, bed pillows (new), bedding (twin & full/double
sized), books for our library
*They also take food donations for our food pantry which helps many

women & families.

Youth Ministry 2022

Beginning in late September, youth group and Sunday School will be
beginning again. Last year, we had youth group every other Sunday night at Zion.
Unfortunately, attendance was pretty low. This year, my plan will be to have youth group
once a month. It will be either on Friday or Saturday night and will hopefully be better
attended. I am thinking movie nights, game nights, etc with a message. Any youth in grades
7-12 are welcomed to attend.
Parents and youth please let me know your thoughts on this. Also, on these nights for
youth group, I am looking for parents who would be willing to help out.
On Sunday mornings, we will again be offering a Sunday morning Bible study for the youth
and any interested adults. Last year, we had a small group on Sunday mornings, but we
always had a good visit as we read through Scripture.
Also, for the upcoming year, I am looking to see if our winter retreat at Camp Zion is an

option and the possibility of a Youth Works Mission Trip to Milwaukee for the summer of
2023. Hopefully, I will have more information soon.

Youth and Family Movie Night!!
Mark your calendars now for Saturday night, August 6th as there will be a movie night
right here at Zion. Tonight’s special feature will be the 2011 faith-based film
Courageous which deals with personal tragedy, morality, and being a good father.
Anyone age 1-100 is welcome to join our youth group on this night of games and a
movie with a message. We will begin with some games and activities at 6pm.
The movie will start at 8pm. There will be a short discussion afterwards. We will send
everyone home by 11pm.
Feel free to bring a snack or drink to share. I will be ordering pizza so if you know how many are coming,
let me know.
See you there. Jamie

Being Faithful to God
A couple weeks ago, I happened to stop by at church for
some prayer time before work. While I was there, I was able
to take this beautiful photo of these storm clouds over our
church. By the time I was done praying and went back to my
car, the rain was falling fast and furious.
I like this picture because to me it illustrates the
darkness that is over our society and many of our churches
today.
We live in a day and age where sin seems to ramping up and the one institution that is supposed
to stand for God is often silent on the issues of the day or has decided that God has changed his word or
that his word is no longer relevant. Instead of speaking against sin and bringing the hope of Christ, they
often encourage the world to embrace the sin that is around us and in us.
I can’t speak to the motivation of those who have embraced this change in theology. For many
that I know, their motivation is one of love and concern. I do appreciate that. Their heart may be in the
right place, but they are deceived. For others though, I fear the change in theology is simply because
they have decided to embrace that which is evil.
I know for many this is not a popular opinion, but I feel God has spoken on the issues that we
face. God has spoken on the issues of the sanctity of life. The Bible tells us we shall not kill and that he
knew us before we were born. God has spoken on the issues of gender. In Genesis, we find that God
created us male and female. God has spoken on the issue of human sexuality and on the blessings of a
marriage between a man and a woman. God has spoken on the issue of race as well. Christ died and rose
again for all of us.
God has spoken on all of these issues, yet for much of the world today, we have decided to live in
disobedience and not listen. We have decided that we know better than God and in the name of love
and acceptance, we have to accept everything and deny the truth.
These words don’t come easy, but if the leaders of the church don’t stand strong on the word of
God and teach our people right from wrong, I fear the world that our future generations will live in.
I already grieve for our kids who are growing up today.
As a culture we have denied, ignored, and even been hostile towards God and those who want to
be faithful to Him. I have seen the anger and hatred that is directed towards those who love God. We
have such a mob mentality today and many believers are afraid to stand in their faith. I’m not afraid to
tell others I’m pro-life, but I know many who are terrified of the backlash.
It is my belief that with love in our hearts, God’s people need to stand strong on His word and
show the world that there is a better way…God’s way. As I said in my message a few weeks ago, I wish I
could get behind some of the ideas our society and our church has decided to embrace and call it good,
but Scripture, church history and even science and common sense has told me otherwise.

As a believer, I (and we) are called to love everybody. It is my belief that when you love someone,
you have to tell the hard truth at times. We have to tell the truth that there is right and wrong, good and
evil and that there truly is a Heaven and a Hell. I want everyone to be happy and to live their best life, but I
can’t forget that God has given us rules to live by. I can’t forget that God is patient waiting for us to come
to repentance.
In my message I talked a lot about the Apostle Peter and how in a moment of fear he forsake Jesus
three times. Later on, he was restored by God and in 2nd Peter he writes about the day of the Lord. Peter
reminds us that there will be a day when Jesus comes back and, on that day, everything will be made right
for those of us who are his.
Until that day, Peter tells us that we are to make every effort to be found spotless, blameless, and
at peace with God.
My question for the church is this, will we be faithful to God? I don’t have any idea what our church
will look like in the years ahead. I have lost sleep over it and I’ve also spent my fair share of time angry and
frustrated because of the mess our church is in. There are a lot of options out there, but to me, the best
option lies in this, being faithful to God even when the darkness of sin grows in our world. As long as I am
faithful, I will be ok whether it is at Zion, a Global Methodist Church, or a home church or church plant.
As long as we are faithful, we have a bright future.
My prayer for all of you as well is that you will be faithful and that in this dark world, your light will
shine bright. I know there are those of you who may not agree with much of what I’ve written, but I
implore you to search the Scriptures and prayerfully consider the words that were written.

Have a Good Day and May God Find You Faithful,
Jamie Gripentrog
Luke 22:54-62
2nd Peter 3:1-18
“You have one business on earth-to save souls.” John Wesley

On Sunday July 17, an informational meeting was held in the Fellowship Hall regarding new information on the UMC Disaffiliation Process. The leadership team presented the advantages of
remaining in the UMC Denomination and the advantages of disaffiliation. This was prompted by
the Wisconsin Annual Conference (WAC) meeting in June passing a set of dated conditions that
must be met for any UMC church in the conference to be considered for Disaffiliation in the 2023
WAC meeting. The terms for Disaffiliation expire at the end of December 2023. This means that
the aforementioned terms are currently the only potential path for a Church wishing to Disaffiliate. The terms include 17 steps with some dates that must be met. If one date is missed by a
church desiring disaffiliation, then the option is no longer available for that church.

The purpose of this meeting was to educate the congregation on the options available and determine whether or not there was interest in pursuing the disaffiliation steps to learn more and keep
our options open for the time being OR if the majority felt that we should not get further information but remain with the UMC. A poll of participants showed that there is interest in at least
going through the initial steps to learn more about Disaffiliation.
There will be more meetings in the future. Some future meetings will be informational, and, if it is
determined that we wish to truly pursue disaffiliation, other meetings will require member voting
and passage by 2/3 of the congregation.
The Leadership teams desire is that we are able to remain together as one church family,
regardless of what path we ultimately walk down. Please study this issue and prayerfully
consider the direction you feel God is calling Zion. We encourage you to share your thoughts
and opinions with each other and with the Leadership team.
Resources:
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/disaffiliation-information WAC Disaffiliation Info
https://globalmethodist.org/

Global Methodist Church info

https://www.wesleyan.org/about Weslyan Methodist Church Info
https://fmcusa.org/ Free Methodist Church Info

