ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE VOICE OF ZION
November 2022
SERMON TITLES &
SCRIPTURE READINGS

BIBLE READINGS
November 6

2 Chronicles 7-16, Ezekiel 42-48,
Daniel 1, Hebrews 7-11

November 13

2 Chronicles 17-26, Daniel 2-8,
Hebrews 12-13, James 1-3

November 13 “Christ Died For The Ungodly”
Romans 5:1-11

November 30

2 Chronicles 27-36, Daniel 9-12,
Hosea 1-4, James 4-5, 1 Peter 1-3

November 20 “Joy In Heaven”
Ephesians 5:1-20

November 27

Ezra 1-10, Hosea 5-14, 1 Peter 4-5,
2 Peter 1-3

November 6

“Interceding For Us”
Romans 8:31-39

November 27 “Mountain Of The Lord”
First Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5

REMINDER TO SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK 1 HOUR ON
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5!
Leadership Team Meeting,
Wednesday, November 9, @6:00 PM.

Please have your articles for the Voice into the office by
November 19 for the December Voice!

ADVENT BEGINS—SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27.

From Pastor Kwon’s Desk
Dear Zion Family,

As you may know our church is currently going through the process of discerning disaffiliation. We are standing on a crossroad
where we must choose a path. We only have a few months left to finish this process and once the decision is made there is no
turning back.
In the beginning of this process my focus was to do as much research as possible and let our church family know exactly what was
going on. Later I began to feel the weight of how my personal discernment would impact this church and the future of me and my
family. But when it was decided that I would be appointed to another church things got even more complicated.
As time goes by and I was beginning to understand the situation better I also realized that although the majority of our members
have conservative views there were some that did not have the same opinions. If you go in deeper, everyone differed in what they
thought and believed in one way or another.
And as a conservative pastor I realized that leaving or staying in the United Methodist Church was not about my values but about
my calling. Where am I called to be? What am I called to do? Who am I called to be with?
I have been engaging individually with some of you to share information and insight of the situation. Some conversations were
productive, others seem to be running in circles. I realize that we must be very careful in what we say to each other in the coming
days.
At this point to me and hopefully to our church family, the most important thing to do is to stay together as a church whatever the
outcome of this discernment will be.
So, I would like to propose some guidelines throughout this time.
First, pray, pray, and pray. Continue to pray to seek where God is leading us. Put down what your thoughts are for a moment, and
try to listen to God speak to you. And continue to pray for others, even those who you might not agree with, even those who you
may criticize or have condemned.
Second, continue to be in dialogue with each other, but be wise not to engage in emotional and conflicting ways. Nobody starts a
conversation like this but one thing can lead to another, and anyone can easily get carried away. Also listen to others and try to make
as many church family members feel that their opinions matter and their voice is heard. If we become divided in the process it will
not matter what the outcome is.
Third, please do your very best to attend future meetings and participate in member votes. Every voice needs to be heard and
especially if you’re a member your vote should be a part of the decision-making process.
Finally, and this is the most important thing I want to say. Please continue to be a part of this church family whatever the outcome
of the vote may be. 2/3 is not an easy number. Even if 65% of the membership votes to disaffiliate it will not pass. At this point it is
very hard to predict what the outcome of this discernment will be. It can possibly go either way. This is where the danger exists.
Whatever the outcome, there will be members not happy with the results.
One thing is for certain. Moving forward after the decision is made, your church family will need you more than ever. As you pray
today, you must ask God to lead you and let it be known to you, where you are called to be.
I love this church and hope to see it continue to bloom and flourish. I want all the small groups and Bible Studies and Prayer
Meetings to burn with the Holy Flame. We are the body of Christ. He broke himself to make us whole. In whatever degree our opinions may differ I hope we can agree that the church breaking apart is not what brings God joy.
I have hope for the future, because I trust in the Lord. He will guide us and give us strength. Let us not forget who the real enemy
is. Let us not lose focus of what the church is called to do.
So, I ask my family, please continue to pray and let us see how he guides us through the wilderness.
Your Pastor
Hyeok Won Kwon
So, I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.
(Daniel 9:3)

Operation Christmas Child

National Collection Week is almost here! November 14-21.
A volunteer sign-up sheet is on the Welcome Center please sign up as
able. You can drop off your filled boxes any time. If you haven’t picked
up a box feel free to do so. If you are donating any items please place
them in the trunk in the narthex. Wednesday November 9th will be the
church wide packing party, 7:00 in the gym. Come and join in the fun. We will be packing items
donated.
2022 is a special year. OCC will reach the 200 million box packed and delivered. This means that 200
million children have experienced the joy of a gift. More important they have heard about Jesus’s love
and have had the opportunity to accept Jesus as their Savior. It is estimated for every child receiving a
box, and go through the Greatest Journey class; many accept Christ as their Savior. They in turn tell the
salvation story to as least seven other family or friends who have the opportunity to accept Christ.
These shoe boxes are making a difference.
Pray for the thousands of volunteers and staff members worldwide who are collecting and delivering
these shoe boxes. Pray all boxes will pass through various customs and be delivered safely. Pray for the
children who will be blessed by the received box. Pray for the families and friends of the children that
they may come to know the Lord. God Bless all who have donated items, filled boxes and given time to
make this mission happen.

Hello Zion United Women, girls, ladies!!!
We would like to invite you to some fun events that we have scheduled for the rest of the year. It
is a low key time for fellowship among other faith members.
First of all:
Wednesday, November 9, 6:30 pm, we will be helping with packing of the OCC shoe boxes.
Book review is set for November. We will get the name of the book and a date for the
review. Assuming the first 2 weeks in November to stay away from deer hunting and
Thanksgiving.
Outdoor arrangement making at Mill Creek. This will be Dec 3 or 4. They will be sending out
class schedules in October. So we will confirm closer after that.
We are looking at future events with the church. If you have ideas or would like to join please
contact, Merrie DeGrand at 715-305-5020.
Faith Sisters!!

CELEBRATING NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
1. Taylor Peskie
2. Tony Farr
3. Shelby Parbel-Burr
6. Lois Chilson
9. Isaac Dagit
11. Cassie Gripentrog
12. TJ Carter
21. Ron Tomlinson
22. Les Sholly
29. Norbert Riedel
30. Hannah Schindler

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN! Sandy Neumann would like to invite you for a
“TIME OF PRAYER” at her home. (Her address is—502 W 5th St., Marshfield)
The dates are the first and third Tuesday of each month at 1:00 PM. We will
be gathering to pray for whatever God has put on our hearts and minds. Pray
for strength in these troubling times and anything that God may lead us pray
for!

TOWN HALL meeting on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6.
Right after the morning worship service. We want to hear your input as we make
decisions about disaffiliation. There will be an advisory vote taken to see if we want to
continue the process of disaffiliation. PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US. If you prefer to discuss
one-on-one, contact a member of the leadership team to sit down with you before the
6th and we would be happy to present your views anonymously at the meeting.
It is important that everyone’s voice be heard.
Prayerfully,

Your Leadership Team

BIBLE STUDY—Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm in the Fischer Room. The study guide I “Anxious for Nothing” by
Max Lucado. Jan Fischer is leading the study. If you have any questions please contact Jan.

Youth Voice November
Hannah Center Collection Drive

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our collection drive for the Hannah Center! We collected
lots of diapers, baby food, bottles, baby wipes, clothing, and so much more. Our church family has been
very generous! After church on Sunday, October 30th, our Youth and Children’s Ministries will be
delivering all we collected to the Hannah Center. We will also be given a quick tour of their facility.
If you would like more information or to continue to support the mission of The Hannah Center check out
hannahcenter.com. The Hannah Center is committed to preserving life, providing a home, and promoting
change for local women and their babies.

Youth Group in November
Youth Group will meet on Saturday, November 5th from 6pm-8pm at Zion. Supper will be provided but feel
free to bring a snack to share. We will continue with our video Bible study series on evangelism by Pastor
Greg Laurie. Of course, there will also be time for games and activities! Hope you can make it.
Special Time of Prayer and Silent Reflection

If you are looking for a time and a place to sit in front of the cross and pray for your
church and the world around you, the sanctuary at Zion will be open from 6-8pm on Sunday, November
13th. Feel free to come for 5 minutes or 2 hours. You can pray silently, read a devotional, or just sit and
reflect on what Christ has done for you. Hope to see you there.

Something to Be Thankful For
Although I love my four seasons, fall has always been my favorite
season. My wife’s favorite season is spring, but for me, nothing beats the
months of September, October, and November.
It begins slowly as summer fades away; the days get shorter, and the
colors slowly change. Slowly, the temperatures get a little bit cooler. At first
there is a little bit of dread that the long days of summer are coming to an
end, but then I remember how great fall is.
I will admit I didn’t always love fall, as a child because I knew that
school was starting, but now, I don’t have that fear! Now, I can sit back in my
chair by our big window and laugh at all the poor kids trudging off to school
every day!
Now that I’m out of school, there is so much to love about this time of year. Top on my list would
be the changing colors of the landscape. When God designed this world, we live in, he had a great and
beautiful plan. From the grass, the bushes and trees, everything is changing into glorious colors. What was
once green is now brilliant red, orange, or yellow. Slowly the colors change and eventually those brilliant
leaves fall from the highest trees and land down to the earth below. Sometimes, they fall silently and
hardly make a noise, but other times, the high winds come and violently throw the leaves down to the
ground. As they lie on the ground, children, and adults with a playful spirit, love to hear the crunch of the
leaves as you walk on them and love raking them up into large piles.
Another reason I love fall is the transition to shorter days. As much as I love trucking during those
long sunny summer evenings, eventually, I’m ready for the shorter days. There is a comfort in the darkness
of night as I rack up mile after mile on our highways. It’s hard to explain, but there’s a serenity in driving
during the dark fall evenings. I know I will soon be complaining and wanting longer days again, but for
now, these long nights will do me good!
I could go on and on about my love for fall, but I’m getting tired and ready to head off to my warm
bed! I love the cooler nights, the first couple flakes of snow and of course I love the sights and sounds of
high school, college, and pro football being played. I love that Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming up,
but most of all, I just love that in every season, God has given us things to be thankful for you.
Recently, on one of my walks around the neighborhood, I took this picture that I really love. I love
how the colors of the leaves are so vibrant, the sky is so blue, the clouds are so white, and the road is so
neat as it bends. As I walked that day, I was reminded of the things I am thankful for. Of course, first on
my list was God and my family. But I was also thankful for the ability to walk and take in all that He has
created. Remember in every season to see the beauty in God’s wonderful creation.
God Bless,
Jamie

Upcoming Vote in our Church – November 6, 2022
I would like to share with you what I learned when I had the opportunity to go to Mauston United
Methodist Church a couple weeks ago and listened to Pastor Rob Renfroe, now retired Pastor UMC from
Texas.
I am saddened to see what is on our doorstep. The United Methodist Church will not be the same UMC
that you and I know. It is going away. We are becoming deeply divided over Biblical teachings, over who
Jesus is and what He did for us, and over sexuality.
Things that are happening are very disconcerting. For instance, instead of addressing The Lord God, some
are referring to God as the Holy Queer One. A Pastor, going by the name of Penny Cost, is dressing up as a
drag queen to spread the word. (Remember your apportionments are going to support this behavior).
And sadly Bishops are not standing up to correct these false accusations or behaviors.
The more United Methodist Churches leave, the more the remaining churches will become liberal.
We have an opportunity right now to stand strong in our beliefs and hold strong to the teachings of the
Bible. It is not about us, but the future of this church, the future of Zion. We want our future to be the
body of Christ, looking to the Holy Spirit to guide us in keeping our church together. We have been so
fortunate to have a faith based, Bible based, God fearing church, one in which we have been secure and
comfortable. That has been a blessing. But sometimes God asks us to stand up for what is not
comfortable. This is the time.
It is the time to decide to hold true to our Biblical teachings and remain conservative. I believe we have
been given a gift of grace in that we are able to financially support our disaffiliation now with funds that
are available to us. We have this opportunity to keep our church building, property and the contents.
If in the future we see it necessary to move to another denomination, we will still have our church
building, whereas staying with the current UMC and later consider disaffiliation we will not have this
church. Terms will not get any better.
I believe it is important to do it now as we will never have this opportunity again.
I was convinced before, now I am certain.
Please spend time in prayer. Become informed of the issues. Seek out the information and resources.
The vote is upon us. My understanding is this vote will be an advisory vote taken to see if we continue
the process of disaffiliation. We need to ask the Holy Spirit to guide us in the direction God has intended.
A resource to reference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5g48onYSqg0
Please take the time to watch these six videos. Be informed. And foremost pray.
We will persevere, we are Zion Church.
Deb Walsh

