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SERMON TITLES &  

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
    

September 4  “God Of the Living”       
   Luke 20:27-40 
 
September 11    Dr. John Munson 

    Methodist in Action Mission to  
    Aworowa, Ghana 
    
September 18   TJ Carter 
                  

September 25  “Faith In God’s Promise”   
   Joshua 14:6-15     
  
 

BIBLE READINGS 

September 4     2 Samuel 21-24, 1 Kings 1-4,    
     Jeremiah 13-22, Galatians 4-6, 
     Ephesians 1-2  
 
September 11    1 Kings 5-13, Jeremiah 23-31, 
     Ephesians 3-6, Philippians 1 
 
September 18     1 Kings 15-22, 2 Kings 1-2,  
     Jeremiah 32-40, Philippians 2-4, 
     Colossians 1-2 
             
September 25     2 Kings 3-11, Jeremiah 41-50, 
     Colossians 3-4, 1   
    Thessalonians 1-3       
  
 
       
 Please have your articles for the Voice into the office by 

September 19 for the October Voice!    

Leadership Team Meeting,                                                  

Wednesday, September 14, @6:00 PM. 

 

NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY—COME AND CHECK US OUT! 

“Labyrinth of Lies” by Irene Hannon.  Danger awaits on a   

covert mission where few are whom they claim to be. 

“The Song” by Chris Fabry.  A novel of love and forgiveness. 

“Trial and Error” by Robert Whitlow.  A detective has been 

searching for his daughter for 18 years. 

 



 

God Knows! 

Soon-Ha Kwon 

 

 

When I was reading the Bible, there was an interesting topic about testing an unfaithful wife in Numbers 

5:11~31. The scripture only mentions the process for discerning an unfaithful wife and not the husband. This 

could be controversial but I’ll just set this aside and explain the process itself, as that’s what interested me.  

Whatever the truth may be, once the husband becomes suspicious of his wife, the process can begin. After  

going through the        miscellaneous procedures, the main process, the cursed water tasting begins. If a    

woman drinks the water from the scroll with the curse written on it, it is possible to know whether or not she 

has actually been unfaithful. If she has been unfaithful, she has strong side effects, but if she’s innocent,    

nothing happens to her. This was interesting to me because it speaks about how you can’t hide anything from 

God.  

When it comes to the water from a scroll with the curse written on it, it only contains the ink that was used to 

write the curse. And it’s not very likely that the ink itself will be effective at detecting lies. In other words,     

rather than it being the effect of the water itself, It’s God who discerns whether the woman is guilty or not. 

 In Numbers, there is one other man that cannot be left out, and that is Balaam. Balaam was commissioned by 

Balak, king of Moab, to curse the people of Israel. But instead, he gives God's word priority over the king's  

commands and blesses the Israelites. In Numbers, he seems to be a good guy up to this point, but later it turns 

out that he had taught King Balak how to corrupt Israel. In other words, he disobeyed the king's orders and 

pretended to obey God's commands, but on the inside, he had a different plan. In the end, he was killed by the 

Israelites. It becomes even clearer that God can see through our outer appearance, and know who we really 

are. 

 There is one more thing that comes to my mind, and that is the tree of good and evil. Like the water men-

tioned above, the fruit itself is not particularly poisonous. Adam and Eve were punished because it was a     

covenant with God not to eat the fruit, so when they broke that promise, God directly punished them. So, in 

order to earn God's trust, it seems good to not only be honest in your actions, but also to pay attention to your 

mindset and heart because God knows everything. 

I am reminded of the numerous times that I tried to hide things from my mom. I have never been successful. 

Sometimes we think that God can’t see us. Sometimes we simply forget that he can. Sometimes we think we 

can hide are evil desires. To God, there are no secrets. People who pretended to obey God but hid their true 

selves in Bible all got punished for their doings. Adam and Eve tried to hide themselves as soon as God came to 

them for not keeping the promise they made with God. This means that they thought they could actually hide 

from God, despite seeing that God has created everything around them. And we too can see wonderful things 

that God did by reading the Bible. Much more than what Adam knew at the time. God sees us for who are, and 

he will judge us fairly. But he is also the one who forgives us, and gives us strength to stay faithful to him. I 

know I am weak and vulnerable, but I will not try to hide and I know he will strengthen me in my moments of 

weakness. What about you? Have you ever tried to hide? Did you ever forget that God knows  



 

 .  

I have been looking for ideas to promote Operation Christmas Child. As church 

members you are well versed in what the ministry is about. In my search I did 

find a saying that spoke to me. "Send the Love of Jesus around the world." 

What a profound statement. We as individuals alone cannot change hunger, 

poverty or violence that happens in so many areas of the world. However with 

a shoebox we can show love and give hope to a child. Each child has the oppor-

tunity to learn more about Jesus and the salvation story. It is our prayers that they will accept Jesus as their savior 

and spread the good News. The multiplication of disciples can lead to positive change. With Christ involved who 

knows what miracles can happen. 

Will you pack a shoe box? Pick up items for the church wide packing party?  Contribute money towards shipping 

costs?  National Collection week is November 14-21. 

Continued prayers for the Operation Christmas Child Ministry world wide. There are thousands of volunteers   

working throughout the world to make this ministry a success. 

 

Hello Zion Families, 

I hope everyone is enjoying their summer this year.  We have had a lot of 

beautiful days this summer.  I am excited that we are getting close to a 

new school year.  Our first Sunday School class will be on September 18, 

2022.   

Sunday School helps build a foundation in our kids that will help grow their Faith from an early childhood.  

While having a good Biblically sound curriculum for Sunday School is crucial to that development, there 

are other areas of Life that can be developed as well.  Part of our call as followers of Christ is to minister 

to our community.  Be a witness to God’s work in our lives.  Help the needy.  Mentor new believers, just 

to name a few.  I believe it is equally as important to develop our kid’s ability to recognize where God can 

use us and be familiar with providing assistance in various forms to our community.  These types of skills 

can also develop leadership qualities in our kids that will help them throughout their lives. 

I look forward to meeting with all of you to discuss possible outreach ideas and ways we can serve our 

church family and our community.  I hope you enjoy what is left of the warm weather and look forward to 

seeing all of you Sunday. 

Thank you, 

T.J. Carter 

Lil tikes ministries Zion UMC 



  CELEBRATING SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  2. Deb Kirsenlohr 

  4. John Yonker, Ryan Carolfi   

  8. Kenneth Roehl 

  9. Vicki Foemmel 

10. Connor Berry 

11. Betty Foemmel, Allie Gripentrog 

12. Angie Carter 

14. Marilyn LaPointe 

15. Fran Neitzel 

16. Doug Gray 

17. Craig & Merrie DeGrand 

19. Kathy Parbel, Alana Ziaya, Heather Swenson, Morris Sorby 

22. Rachel Robus 

23. Tammy Bryan 

25. April Onsager 

28. Zach Parsons 

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN!  Sandy Neumann would like to invite you for a “TIME 

OF PRAYER” at her home.  (Her address is—502 W 5th St., Marshfield)  The 

dates are the first and third Tuesday of each month at 1:00 PM.  The first pray 

get together will be on Tuesday, May 3.  We will be gathering to pray for   

whatever God has put on our hearts and minds.  Pray for strength in these 

troubling times and anything that God may lead us pray for! 

 

     Youth Bible Study Begins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning on Sunday morning, September 18th, all youth grades 7-12 and interested adults are welcome 
to join us on Sunday mornings for some Bible study and youth fellowship. We will be studying the Gos-
pels this year as well as having some fun time. Hope you can join us. We will begin shortly after the Sun-
day service and will end around 11:45. Bring your own Bible if you can.  



KIDS4CHRIST 

Kids4Christ will be starting on Wednesday, September 

21, @5:30 pm, for supper and class at 6:00 pm. 

We will need volunteers to step up to provide meals 

for the kids and adults who will be attending.  If we do 

not get volunteers, we will not be able to serve the 

meals, which has been a tradition for many years.  If 

you are able to provide a meal, there will be a sign up 

sheet on the information desk in the Narthex.  We really appreciate your support for this ministry.     

Thank you! 



 

 Hannah Center Collection Drive 

 

The Hannah Center is a home located right here in 

Marshfield (212 E. 3rd Street), WI that helps   

women who are facing a life crisis. The Hannah 

Center is a pro-life organization that has been in 

operation since 1993 and is dedicated to helping 

women in crisis whether they are pregnant or not.  

If you would like to help out this local ministry, Zion will have a collection area in the        

narthex during the months of August and September. I feel this is a worthwhile ministry 

that we could all get behind!  

Check out their wish list which is listed below and pray about ways you can help. 

For more information on the Hannah Center, please check out their website, han-

nahcenter.com. or talk to Jamie Gripentrog. Thanks.  

Things that we need… 

Diapers, size 4-6, Pull Ups, Baby Wipes, Clothing (premie-6T, Formula & baby food, Baby bottles &        

nipples, Bottle brushes, New sippy cups, Diaper bags, Pacifiers, Crib & bassinet sheets, Baby washcloths 

& towels, Bibs & burp rags, Baby Wash & lotion, Rash ointment, Cribs (slats no further than 2 3/8” apart), 

Crib mattresses, Bassinets, High Chairs, Pack n’ Play’s, Strollers (infant carrier, double & umbrella,                

Exer-saucers, Bouncy seats, Baby swings, Breas pumps, Baby monitors, Changing tables, Car seats (all 

sizes) Made 2007 or later  

HYGIENE PRODUCTS 

Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, bar soap, razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, lotion, body 

spray, nursing pads, gift certificates, robes & slippers, make up, hair accessories, activity books 

(crosswords, puzzles, etc.) games 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

Paper towels, toilet paper, copy paper, gas cards, grocery gift cards, postage stamps, office supplies,   

laundry detergent, dishwasher soap, napkins, cleaning supplies, water softener salt, batteries, 13 gallon 

trash bags,  MACCI gift certificates, food & beverages, bed pillows (new), bedding (twin & full/double 

sized), books for our library 

*They also take food donations for our food pantry which helps many women & families. 

 



Police Chaplain Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In March of this past year, I was able to travel to Lexington, Kentucky for a 3-day Regional Training     
Seminar for police chaplains. I was excited to finally be able to travel and to complete my Basic Chaplain 
Training. Now, with my training and background checks done, I can better serve as a volunteer chaplain 
with the Clark County Sheriff’s Office.  

 In case you don’t know what a police chaplain does, here are just a few of the responsibilities a 
chaplain may have. A police chaplains duties include being an encourager, a confidant, and a source of 
spiritual and emotional support to law enforcement officers. A police chaplain most effectively does this 
by going on ride a longs and spending time with police staff. A police chaplain also assists the public by 
being support during crisis situations such as vehicle accidents, suicides, and other disasters. A police 
chaplain also gives death notifications and visits with sick or injured law enforcement officers and family.  

During my training I took classes in Stress Management, Legal Aspects of Chaplaincy, Suicide, 
Death Notifications, Chaplain Self-Care and many other topics. The classes were held at a large hotel in 
the city and veteran chaplains from around the Midwest lead the seminars. Every class was entertaining 
and informative. I was never a top student growing up, but I absolutely love learning about topics that 
interest me.  

One of the highlights of the trip was being able to take my daughters with me, even though, I’m 
sure I got on their nerves at times. Another highlight was visiting with our own Zach Parsons and his    
girlfriend Jenae in beautiful Louisville, Kentucky on the way back. We loved traveling through Illinois, In-
diana, and Kentucky, even though the trip got long at times. We got to see some really neat sights along 
the way. The farms in central and southern Illinois were pretty and had a lonesome beauty to them. In 
Lexington, we saw plenty of horse farms which were quite a site.  My grandpa Amber would have been 
impressed. I especially loved traveling through southern Indiana because of the landscape, small towns, 
and rural feel to it all.  

We even spent a night in Seymour, Indiana, home of one of my favorite musicians, John Mellen-
camp. While we come from different ends of the spectrum politically, his music always touches my soul. I 
love his songs about America and small-town life. He’s no Johnny Cash, but he is close! While traveling 
through the rough city of Danville, Illinois, we stopped by a mural on the side of a building that had  
Johnny Cash and John Mellencamp on it.  While in Seymour, a town not much bigger than Marshfield, I 
was able to spend some time seeing some John Mellencamp sights around town. I saw the church his 
family attended when he was younger. I also saw the high school he attended and some of the restau-
rants he was famous for eating at. The highlight of course was the large mural in downtown Seymour 
with him on it. I spent plenty of time there soaking it all in.  



While in Seymour, we had what I would call a God moment. One of the irritating things about my 
kids is their love of coffee. I’ve never had a cup of coffee in my life and I don’t understand why you have to 
travel to a coffee shop, especially when every hotel and gas station has coffee. Anyways, we had to go to 
Starbucks for coffee before we hit the road and of course, the line was a mile long so I was already irritat-
ed to start the day.  

We decided instead to maybe head to McDonalds first and get some food, and then come back  
because the coffee was better and more expensive at Starbucks. As we were leaving, we saw a homeless 
man sitting on the curb by Starbucks. I thought I wish I could help, but frankly, there were people asking 
for handouts everywhere we went it seemed. Besides, we were in a hurry and I had to save my money for 
the time in Lexington. Anyways, my girls and I talked about it and we decided to buy an extra breakfast 
and large orange juice for the fella.  

So, after we picked up our breakfast, we headed back to Starbucks, where I pulled over and got out 
and spent a minute or two talking to the man. He was tall and skinny with a beard and probably in his late 
50’s I’m guessing. He was just sitting under a small tree with his backpack next to him and a cup to collect 
money. I got out of the car and introduced myself to him while the kids stayed in the car. I found out that 
he was traveling from Montana back to Florida. I wasn’t sure how he had traveled here but by the looks of 
him, I’m guessing he did a l a lot of walking. I told him we were from Wisconsin and he said he had been 
there a few times over the years. We briefly made some more small talk and then I gave him his breakfast 
and orange juice and $10 and wished him well. He got a big smile and said thank you over and over again.  

After we left, we talked some more about what had happened. It felt good to help out, but in     
reality, we didn’t solve the problems he was facing. For today, sure, we got him some breakfast and some 
money, but in the long run, you wonder what good you did. Thankfully, we just love as Christ did and trust 
Him with the results.  

In thinking about giving and loving, every time we place others needs in front of ours, we are    
making some sort of difference. We are doing a good thing. Maybe that small act of kindness and human 
interaction helped to make his day better. I hope so, but we will never know, I guess.  

 One of the things that I remember most about the chaplain training was that chaplain ministry is 
simply a ministry of presence. A chaplain doesn’t give a 3-point sermon to someone who is struggling.   
Instead, a good chaplain is there to listen, to encourage, and to comfort.  

 For that one moment in Seymour, Indiana, we spent a few minutes doing just that. We offered a 
ministry of presence. We listened, we encouraged and we brought comfort to him in the form of       
breakfast, orange juice and money.  

             As followers of Christ, we are all commanded to love those around us. Every day in every way    
possible we are to look for people who God sends our way. It may be a homeless traveler; it may be a      
co-worker or fellow student. It may even be your spouse or children who need your love. Look for ways 
every day to love as God commands us!  

 

God Bless, 

Jamie  

  

 

 


